
Petersfield Big Dig 2025

Liss Archaeology returned to Petersfield, East Hampshire, for the third consecutive 
year in July/August 2025.

High Meadow recreation ground in Swan Street (SU 74216 23250) was chosen as a 
public engagement site and a series of test pits (1x1m and 1x2m) was excavated in 9 
private gardens, close to the centre of town.

HM1, a small evaluation trench (1mx3m) was opened up in the middle of High 
Meadow over a circular feature identified from geophysical survey results.  At the 
northern end, what appeared to be a post hole became visible at 0.5m and was dug 
to 1.35m, elsewhere in the trench the natural was reached at 0.65m.  The historical 
record indicates that this site was principally pasture land for hundreds of years with 
no evidence of any standing structures.  However, the dig yielded a significant 
quantity of both pottery (1.8k) and building material (10.2k).  There were many 
sherds of late mediaeval medium and coarse sandy wares, jug sherds (13/14C), some
glazed and unglazed red earthenwares (17/18C) and four possible Romano-British 
sherds. 

HM2, (1mx3m) was positioned to the south of HM1 over the NW ditch or gully of a 
possible trackway running NE/SW across High Meadow.  The damp soil in the gully 
area was excavated to a depth of 0.9/0.95m at which point flecks of CBM were still 
present; the southern end of the trench at 0.4m contained hard compacted sand 
consistent with the surface of an unmetalled track – the natural soil was at 
0.8/0.85m.  Finds were similar to HM1 with three possible Romano-British sherds 
and significant quantities of late mediaeval pottery including jug sherds and cooking 
pot rims.  The presence in the trench of 9.1k of CBM and 1.9k of pottery, much of it 
again pre 1500, would seem to suggest that a building or buildings had existed either
on, or very near, the site.

Two test pits (1mx1m and 1mx2m) were dug in gardens in Borough Hill.   Though the
finds were mainly 19/20C, both sites contained sherds of late mediaeval pottery, and
in one instance two bone needles.

Test pits (1mx2m) abutting the Criddle Stream in Hylton Road gardens proved 
challenging to dig as a huge amount of rubbish had been deposited there in the 20C 
and most of the finds dated from this period.  However, scraps of late mediaeval 
sandy ware were found on all three sites and the test pit dug furthest from the 
stream contained early post mediaeval pottery consistent with the period of 
occupation apparent from the historical record.

Liss Archaeology revisited two more roads in the town with mixed results: the Sheep 
Street test pit was abandoned when a 20C concrete floor was uncovered, but the 
test pit in The Avenue contained a compacted surface at a depth of 0.65m, 
consistent with an ancient trackway and two possible sherds of Romano-British 
pottery.  Sherds of late mediaeval sandy ware were also present in both test pits.



Excavations were also carried out in the gardens of two buildings in The Spain with 
foundations dating to the 12C/14C.  A test pit close to the existing exterior back wall 
of the first property revealed that the mediaeval cellar extended out beneath the 
garden and at the second property, substantial collapsed walls were found below the
current ground level.  The test pit was positioned close to boundary walls at the 
northern (town) end of the garden, which had clearly at one time been part of a 
house or outbuilding with blocked up door and window openings still apparent.  
Since there is no evidence of any such structure on the 1868 OS map, it appears that 
demolition took place prior to this date.  Pottery from both sites ranged from 
13C/20C with just one Romano-British sherd.


